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Number  of  farm  wage  workers  who  did  any  farm  wage  work  during  the  year, 

by  sex,  United  States,  1945-54  1/ 
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1951 

3,274 

2,392 
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674 

444 

1952 

2,980 

2,218 

762 

1,008 

660 

348 

1954 

3,009 

2,237 

772 

1,101 

693 

408 

l/  Data  relate  to  persons  14  years  of  age  and  over  in  the  civilian 
noninstitutional  population  at  or  near  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Summary 

About  3  million  persons  1*+  years  of  age  or  older  did  some  farm  work 
for  wages  in  the  United  States  during  195^  -  almost  the  same  number  as  in 
1952.  Two-thirds  of  these  workers  did  25  or  more  days  of  farm  wage  work 
in  the  course  of  the  year.  like  the  1952  and  earlier  reports  on  the  hired 
farm  working  force,  the  data  in  this  report  were  obtained  from  a  nationwide 
sample  survey.!' 

About  half  of  the  workers  with  25  or  more  days  of  farm  wage  work 
during  the  year  reported  farm  wage  work  as  their  chief  activity  during  195*+ • 
This  was  an  11  percent  increase  over  1952  and  about  as  high  as  any  in  the 
postwar  period  except  for  191+7.  Likewise,  a  greater  proportion  of  the 
workers  with  25  or  more  days  of  farm  wage  work  reported  150  or  more  days  of 
such  work  in  195*+  than  in  1952. 

The  ratio  of  female  to  male  workers  with  at  least  25  days  of  farm 
wage  work,  about  1  to  ^  was  the  same  as  in  previous  years.  Male  workers 
with  25  or  more  days  of  farm  wage  work  in  195*+  averaged  185  days  of  farm 
and  nonfarm  work  for  wages,  of  which  158  were  on  farms.  Their  average  cash 
wage  earnings  for  the  year  were  $1,121+ ,  all  but  $208  of  which  was  earned  at 
farm  work.  Female  workers  were  employed  about  half  as  long  as  male  workers 
during  the  year;  however,  the  average  cash  wage  earnings  of  female  workers 
during  the  year  was  only  $380,  or  about  a  third  of  that  of  the  male  workers. 

About  U70,000  farm  wage  workers,  including  12,000  females,  had  250 
days  or  more  work  on  farms  in  195*+  and  averaged  $1,785  cash  wage  income,  a 
gain  of  5  percent  over  1952.  Eighteen  percent  of  all  farm  wage  workers  had 
cash  wage  incomes  of  $2,000  and  over  from  all  sources  in  195*+ >  a  substantial 
increase  over  previous  years . 

A  total  of  365>000  persons  reported  some  employment  as  migratory  farm 
workers  during  195*+*  not  significantly  different  from  1952,  but  about  Ik 
percent  below  the  19*+9  migratory  farm  working  force .  Migrants  worked  fewer 
days,  earned  more  per  day  and  averaged  slightly  higher  annual  farm  wage  in- 
come than  nonmigrant  farmworkers  in  195*+ •  Age  differences  between  migratory 
and  nonmigratory  farm  workers  were  less  in  195*+  than   in  1952  and  earlier 
years.  The  ratio  of  female  to  male  migratory  workers  was  about  the  same  as 
for  nonmigrant s . 


l/  The  survey  was  made  for  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service  by  the 
Bureau  of  the  Census  in  January  1955'  Information  was  obtained  for  persons 
Ik   years  old  and  over  in  the  civilian  noninstitutional  population  who  did 
farm  work  for  wages  during  the  year.  Children  under  Ik   years  of  age,  and 
foreign  nationals  brought  in  legally  for  temporary  farm  employment  who  had 
left  the  country  by  the  end  of  the  year,  were  not  covered  by  the  survey. 
Further  information  on  the  survey  method  is  given  in  the  appendix. 
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Migratory  workers  worked  a  greater  number  of  days  at  farm  wage  work 
in  I95U  than  in  1952,  while  nonmigratory  workers  worked  about  the  same 
number  in  both  years .  Both  groups  averaged  fewer  days  at  nonf arm  wage 
work  in  195^  than  in  1952,  but  this  decline  was  offset  by  an  increase  in 
duration  of  farm  wage  work  of  nonmigratory  workers  and  only  slightly  re- 
duced the  substantial  increase  in  total  days  worked  by  migratory  workers 
between  1952  and  195^. 

Response  to  special  questions  asked  migratory  workers  for  the  first 
time  in  the  195^  survey  revealed  that  more  than  150,000  children  under  the 
age  of  18  travelled  with  migratory  farm  workers  during  195^ •  About  the 
same  number  of  children  remained  at  the  migratory  worker's  home  base  with 
some  member  of  the  household  or  in  other  households . 


Size  and  Composition  of  the  Hired  Farm  Working  Force 

Approximately  1.9  million  persons  Ik   years  of  age  or  older  worked 
25  days  or  more  at  farm  wage  work  in  195U ,  about  the  same  as  in  1952.  This 
total,  although  not  significantly  different  from  the  1952  level,  was  as  low 
as,  or  lower  than,  any  year  since  the  series  of  surveys  was  begun  in  19^5  • 
An  additional  1.1  million  persons  Ik   years  of  age  and  over  did  farm  wage 
work  in  195^  for  periods  of  less  than  25  days .  Most  of  the  detailed  informa- 
tion in  this  report  is  presented  for  hired  farm  workers  with  at  least  25 
days  of  farm  employment  during  195^ • 

The  proportion  of  males  among  farm  wage  workers  with  25  days  or  more 
of  employment  on  farms  has  remained  about  the  same  throughout  the  period  - 
80  percent  (table  l) .  All  but  30  percent  of  the  hired  farm  workers  who  did 
25  days  or  more  of  farm  wage  work  in  195^  were  white.  Negro  workers  made 
up  about  nine -tenths  of  all  nonwhites.  One  in  10  of  the  hired  workers  were 
veterans  of  World  War  II. 

The  age  distribution  of  male  and  female  workers  who  did  25  days  or 
more  of  hired  farm  work  in  1952  and  195^  is  shown  in  table  2. 

The  percentage  of  hired  farm  workers  who  spent  the  major  part  of  the 
year  at  farm  wage  work  increased  in  195^ •  About  kk   percent  of  the  hired 
farm  working  force  who  worked  25  day6  or  more  on  farms  for  wages  worked  a 
total  of  150  days  or  more  at  farm  wage  work  during  195^ >   the  largest  propor- 
tion since  19^7  (table  3).  A  fourth  of  these  workers  were  employed  250  days 
or  more  at  farm  wage  work  in  1951*'. 


Chief  Activity  of  Hired  Farm  Workers 

The  duration  of  farm  employment  varies  greatly  among  persons  who  work 
on  farms  for  wages  at  some  time  during  the  year.  Some  idea  of  the  hetero- 
geneity of  the  hired  farm  working  force  can  be  gained  by  classifying  all 
persons  who  worked  25  days  or  more  on  farms  for  wages,  according  to  the 
activity  at  which  they  spent  the  greatest  amount  of  time  during  the  year. 
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An  estimated  51  percent  of  the  1,908*000  persons  who  did  25  days  or  more 
of  farm  wage  work  in  195^  reported  farm  wage  work  as  their  chief  activity 
during  the  year.  This  percentage  was  exceeded  only  in  19^7;  that  year  60 
percent  of  the  hired  farm  working  force  reported  farm  wage  work  as  their 
chief  activity.  The  number  of  persons  whose  chief  activity  was  farm  wage 
work  was  substantially  higher  in  1951*  than  in  1952,  and  about  equal  to 
1951  (table  k) .  An  additional  10  percent  either  operated  their  own  farms 
or  worked  without  pay  on  the  family  farm  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
year.  Nonfarm  work  was  the  chief  activity  of  about  9  percent  of  the 
hired  farm  working  force.  Most  of  the  rest  —  a  little  less  than  a  third  - 
were  engaged  in  housework  or  were  attending  school.  About  2  1/2  percent 
were  unemployed  the  major  part  of  the  year.  Of  the  nearly  1  million  re- 
porting farm  wage  work  as  their  chief  activity  about  220,000  had  also  done 
some  nonfarm  wage  work  during  195^* 

Time  Worked  and  Wages  Earned  by  Hired  Farm  Workers 

Farm  workers  who  worked  25  days  or  more  on  farms  for  pay  averaged 
lU2  days  of  such  work  in  195**  >  slightly  higher  than  in  1952  and  about  the 
same  as  in  19^9  and  1951-  Male  farm  workers  averaged  158  days  of  farm 
wage  work  in  195^  (table  5).  Average  daily  farm  wages  for  males  were 
higher  in  195**  out  females  averaged  the  same  as  in  1952. 

Farm  wage  workers  also  averaged  26  days  of  nonfarm  wage  work,  a 
slight  decline  from  1952  levels.  However,  the  over-all  average  days  of 
nonfarm  wage  work  by  hired  farm  workers  has  varied  but  little  since  19^7. 
Nonfarm  wage  earnings  per  day  in  195^  compared  with  1952  were  down  slightly 
for  males  and  up  about  17  percent  for  females. 

Average  cash  wage  earnings  from  farm  work  were  higher  in  1951*  than 
in  any  previous  year  for  which  data  are  available,  and  although  there  was 
a  drop  in  nonfarm  earnings ,  the  workers '  average  total  cash  wages  from  all 
sources  were  also  higher  than  in  any  previous  year.  Annual  wage  income 
received  by  hired  farm  workers  varied  greatly  because  of  the  wide  variation 
in  total  number  of  days  worked.  Those  who  worked  250  days  or  more  on  farms 
for  wages  received  an  average  cash  income  from  wages  of  almost  $1,800  in 
195^>  practically  all  from  farm  work  (table  6).  Farm  wage  workers  who 
reported  between  25  and  150  days  of  farm  wage  work  averaged  a  little  less 
than  $600,  of  which  more  than  half  was  from  farm  wages.  Male  farm  wage 
workers  fared  considerably  better  than  female  workers,  earning  about  three 
times  as  much  on  the  average .  Both  higher  daily  earnings  and  longer  employ- 
ment contributed  to  the  larger  earnings  for  males. 

Hired  farm  workers  with  25  days  or  more  of  farm  wage  work  averaged 
$5.85  per  day  in  cash  wagee  from  all  sources  in  1951*.  Their  pay  for  farm 
wage  work  averaged  $5.65  and  for  nonfarm  wage  work  $7.10  per  day,  a  drop 
from  $7.^5  in  1952.  Average  daily  earnings  from  farm  wages  rose  about  11 
percent  from  1952  to  I95U. 
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Workers  whose  chief  activity  in  1951*  was  farm  wage  work  during 
the  year  averaged  almost  $1,1+00  in  cash  wages,  somewhat  higher  than  in 
1952.  The  higher  income  was  earned  in  about  the  same  number  of  days  of 
work,  indicating  a  rise  in  daily  earnings  since  1952  (table  7).  Income 
earned  from  nonfarm  wage  work  for  this  group  yaa   down  in  195^  compared 
to  1952,  but  earnings  were  somewhat  higher  than  in  1951  and  19^9. 
Workers  who  did  at  least  25  days  of  farm  wage  work  in  195^  and  whose 
chief  activity  was  nonfarm  work  averaged  about  the  same  number  of  days 
of  hired  farm  and  nonfarm  work  as  in  1952  (table  8) . 

Thirteen  percent  of  the  hired  farm  working  force  who  worked  25  days 
or  more  at  farm  wage  work  in  195^  earned  $2,000  or  more  in  cash  farm  wages 
compared  with  7  percent  who  earned  that  much  in  1952  (table  9).  Almost 
70  percent  received  less  than  $1,000  in  farm  wages  in  195**;  but  the  propor- 
tion that  made  less  than  $U00  from  such  work  dropped  from  50  to  U5  percent, 
compared  with  1952.  The  higher  farm  wage  earnings  reported  by  workers  in 
195^  are  a  result  of  higher  average  daily  earnings  and  a  longer  average 
duration  of  hired  farm  employment. 

About  1  out  of  h   workers  who  did  25  days  or  more  of  hired  farm  work 
had  nonfarm  jobs  during  the  year.  A  separate  distribution  of  workers  who 
did  25  days  or  more  of  hired  farm  wage  work  and  also  had  some  nonfarm 
employment  shows  that  Ul  percent  had  total  cash  earnings  from  wages  of 
$1,000  or  more,  and  that  18  percent  had  wage  incomes  of  $2,000  or  over  in 
195^,  a  substantial  gain  above  the  1952  figures  (table  10). 

The  percentage  of  male  farm  wage  workers  whose  chief  activity  was 
farm  wage  work  earning  more  than  $2,000  a  year  has  increased  steadily 
since  19^9.  In  195** ,   30  percent  of  these  workers  reported  earnings  of 
$2,000  or  more  (table  11) . 

Included  in  the  number  of  persons  who  worked  25  days  or  more  at 
farm  wage  work  in  195^  are  some  who  had  sources  of  income  in  addition  to 
farm  and  nonfarm  wage  work.  Some  of  these  operated  their  own  farms  and 
some  worked  at  other  types  of  self -employment . 

A  special  tabulation  was  made  of  farm  wage  workers  who  had  no  income 
from  self -employment  in  a  farm  or  nonfarm  business  in  order  to  obtain  a 
picture  of  the  annual  cash  income  for  farm  wage  workers  whose  earnings  in 
I95I*  came  solely  from  wages.  Table  12  shows  the  results  with  a  breakdown  by 
residence  in  January  1955*  Average  cash  earnings  for  this  group  were  up 
somewhat  from  1952,  although  nonfarm  wage  income  was  below  the  1952  average. 
Nonfarm  wage  income  was  down  from  1952  for  all  residence  groups  except  rural 
farm.  Urban  residents  who  combined  farm  and  nonfarm  wage  work  made  the 
highest  average  income,  earning  $1,337  in  205  days  of  work.  Urban  residents 
earned  the  highest  average  daily  wage  for  farm  work,  $6.20,  possibly  because 
farm  wage  rates  are  higher  near  urban  centers.  Year-round  farm  jobs,  which 
usually  pay  less  than  seasonal  ©r  piece-rate  farm  jobs  on  a  daily  basis,  are 
held  by  rural-farm  residents.  Rural-farm  residents  had  the  highest  average 
number  of  days  of  farm  wage  work,  urban  residents  the  lowest. 
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Movement  from  job  to  job  and  into  or  out  of  the  labor  force  is 
characteristic  of  many  of  the  people  who  do  farm  wage  work  in  the  course 
of  a  year.  Table  13  shows  employment  status ,  at  the  time  of  survey 
(January  1955);  of  all  persons  who  spent  any  time  working  on  farms  for 
wages  during  195^ •  Half  of  the  workers  who  did  25  days  or  more  of  farm 
wage  work  in  195^  were  employed  in  agriculture  in  January  1955 •  Almost  all 
of  these  were  wage  workers .  Less  than  a  fifth  of  the  hired  farm  working 
force  of  195^  were  employed  in  nonagricultural  industries  in  January  1955 • 
Eight  percent  were  unemployed.  The  casual  job  attachments  of  those  with 
less  than  25  days  of  farm  wage  work  is  indicated  by  the  large  proportion 
of  this  group  (i+9  percent)  who  were  out  of  the  labor  force  at  the  time  of 
the  survey. 


Migratory  Farm  Workers 

About  365,000  persons  worked  as  migratory  farm  workers  at  some  time 
during  195^ >  not  including  children  under  Ik   years  of  age.  Counted  as 
migratory  farm  workers  were  persons  who  left  their  homes  temporarily  to 
work  at  seasonal  farm  jobs  outside  their  home  county  except  (l)  workers 
who  commuted  daily  across  a  county  line  to  do  farm  wage  work,  and  (2)  per- 
sons who  made  a  more  or  less  permanent  move  to  take  a  steady  job  in  another 
county.  Farm  wage  workers  who  had  no  usual  place  of  residence  (no  regular 
home,  no  regular  living  quarters  elsewhere)  were  considered  as  migratory 
workers  if  they  did  farm  wage  work  in  two  or  more  counties  in  195^. 

The  number  of  migratory  farm  workers  in  195^  was  about  the  same  as 
in  1952  but  about  lU  percent  below  the  level  of  19^9,  the  first  year  in 
which  migratory  workers  were  tabulated  separately  in  these  surveys.  In 
1952  it  was  estimated  that  there  were  approximately  350,000  domestic  migra- 
tory farm  workers  lU  years  of  age  and  over  in  this  country.  Because  of  the 
difficulty  of  enumerating  migratory  workers  it  was  recognized  that  some 
underenumeration  probably  occurred.  Allowing  for  this,  as  well  as  for 
children  of  migratory  workers  under  Ik   years  of  age  who  also  worked  in 
fields,  raised  the  estimate  to  around  1+50,000.  The  195^  level  was  esti- 
mated to  be  about  the  same  as  the  1952  level. 

Distribution  of  the  195^  migratory  farm  working  force  by  sex  and  age 
is  shown  in  tables  1^  and  15,  respectively,  with  comparisons  for  19**9*  1950, 
and  1952.  These  estimates  relate  to  all  such  workers  who  did  any  farm  wage 
work  during  the  year. 

As  with  the  entire  hired  farm  working  force,  data  on  those  migratory 
workers  who  did  at  least  25  days  or  more  of  farm  wage  work  are  shown 
separately.  All  but  88,000  of  the  365,000  migratory  workers  worked  25  days 
o-~  more  on  farms  for  pay. 

The  age  distribution  of  migratory  and  nonmigratory  workers  did  not 
differ  significantly  in  195^  (table  16) .  This  is  a  departure  from  earlier 
years;  migratory  workers  in  earlier  years  tended  to  be  younger  than  non- 
migratory  farm  workers . 
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Half  of  the  migratory  workers  reported  farm  wage  work  as  their 
chief  activity  in  195**,  about  the  same  proportion  as  for  nonmigratory 
workers  (table  17) .  Both  groups  showed  an  increase  over  1952  in  the 
proportion  reporting  farm  wage  work  as  their  chief  activity,  reflecting 
the  decrease  in  nonfarm  job  opportunities  during  the  195^  recession, 
but  the  rise  appeared  to  be  larger  for  migratory  workers.  The  increase 
from  1952  to  195U  in  percentage  of  nonmigratory  workers  whose  chief 
activity  was  farm  wage  work  was  about  the  same  as  the  decline  in  this 
proportion  which  took  place  between  19^9  and  1952.  The  proportion  of 
migratory  farm  workers  whose  chief  activity  was  nonfarm  work  was  greater 
than  that  of  nonmigratory  farm  workers  in  195^.  The  percent  of  migratory 
workers  who  were  outside  the  labor  force  the  greater  part  of  the  year 
declined  somewhat  in  1951*.  2/ 

Around  13  percent  of  migratory  farm  workers  did  250  days  or  more  of 
farm  wage  work  in  195**,  about  double  the  19^9  and  1952  proportions.  About 
2  out  of  5  migratory  workers  worked  150  days  or  more  on  farms  for  pay  in 
195U,  slightly  less  than  the  proportion  of  nonmigratory  workers  (table  18) . 
The  percentage  of  nonmigratory  farm  workers  who  worked  150  days  or  more  at 
farm  wage  work  was  about  the  same  in  19^9 >   1952  and  195^ 

A  fifth  of  all  migratory  farm  workers  who  did  at  least  25  days  of 
farm  wage  work  accumulated  250  days  of  work  of  all  kinds  during  195^  and 
11  percent  obtained  300  days  or  more  of  farm  and  nonfarm  work.  The  percent 
of  migratory  workers  who  worked  25-7^  days  during  195^  declined  substan- 
tially from  1952  (table  19) . 

Employment  and  Earnings  of  Migratory  Farm  Workers 

In  195^  migratory  farm  workers  who  did  25  or  more  days  of  farm  wage 
work  increased  considerably  their  average  wage  income  and  number  of  days 
worked.  Average  days  worked  at  farm  and  nonfarm  wage  work  was  156,  up 
about  25  percent  from  1952  and  31  percent  from  19^+9.  Average  cash  earned 
was  $1,033,  an  increase  of  17  percent  over  1952  and  Jh   percent  over  19^9. 
These  averages  included  32  days  of  nonfarm  wage  work  with  earnings  of  $239. 
Both  daily  and  annual  average  earnings  from  nonfarm  work  declined  in  195^ 
while  days  of  farm  work  and  annual  earnings  rose,  accounting  for  more  than 
three -fourths  of  the  migratory  workers'  total  earnings  (table  20).  Migra- 
tory workers  with  25  days  or  more  of  farm  wage  work  averaged  12^  days  at 
hired  farm  labor  in  195^,  ^0  percent  more  than  in  1952  and  19^9.  Male 
migratory  workers  worked  5h   more  days  and  earned  more  than  twice  as  much  at 
farm  wage  work  as  female  migratory  workers  in  195^-  Migratory  workers  still 
averaged  higher  daily  earnings  at  farm  wage  work  than  nonmigratory  workers 
in  195^ >  although  the  difference  had  narrowed  since  1952.  Average  daily  cash 
earnings  from  farm  work  were  $.70  lower  among  male  migratory  workers  con- 
trasted with  a  rise  of  $.65  over  1952  in  the  average  daily  rate  of  male  non- 
migratory workers .  Migratory  workers  fared  better  than  nonmigratory  workers 
in  195^  in  cash  earned  from  nonfarm  work,  obtaining  slightly  more  days  of 
nonfarm  work  and  higher  daily  earnings.  Also,  migratory  workers  were  able 

2/  Includes  some  workers  who  reported  looking  for  work  as  their  chief 
activity . 
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to  earn,  in  195^ ,   about  the  same  amount  from  farm  wage  work  as  nonmigratory 
workers  although  they  worked  21  days  less  on  the  average  at  hired  farm  work. 

The  substantial  increase  in  migratory  workers '  income  from  1952  to 
1951*  was  gained  despite  a  drop  in  nonf arm  earnings .  A  decline  in  nonf arm 
job  opportunities  and  average  daily  farm  wages  in  195U  was  more  than  offset 
by  the  rise  in  average  days  of  farm  work  for  wages.  As  in  I9U9  and  1952, 
male  nonmigratory  workers  earned  the  highest  average  annual  income  from  farm 
wages,  $919  in  l6l  days  during  1951*-- 

White  migratory  workers  who  did  at  least  25  days  or  more  of  farm  wage 
work  in  195^  averaged  $7.30  per  day  in-vCash  wages  earned  at  farm  work.  Non- 
white  migratory  workers  earned  an  average  of  $5.65  per  day  in  cash  at  farm 
wage  work  (table  20).  Among  nonmigratory  workers,  whites  averaged  $8.97  and 
nonwhites  averaged  $5^9  daily  in  cash' wages  at  farm  work  in  195^.  These 
differences  reflect  the  regional  variations  in  farm  wage  rates  since  most 
nonwhite  farm  workers  are  in  the  South,  where  farm  wage  rates  are  generally 
lower  than  in  other  sections  of  the  country.  For  example,  according  to  esti- 
mates of  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service,  the  average  hourly  equivalent 
of  all  farm  wage  rates  in  195*+  in  the  South  was  52  cents  compared  with  8^ 
cents  for  the  rest  of  the  United  States.  However,  male  nonwhite  migratory 
workers  averaged  $1,032  in  cash  wages  from  farm  work  in  195^  compared  with 
$825  for  male  white  migratory  farm  workers,  because  they  worked  a  substan- 
tially greater  number  of  days  at  farm  wage  work  during  the  year. 

Both  white  and  nonwhite  males  averaged  more  days  and  higher  earnings 
than  white  and  nonwhite  females . 

Children  of  Migratory  Farm  Workers 

Children  who  migrate  with  their  parents  are  exposed  to  the  health  and 
social  disadvantages  associated  with  migratory  life.  They  may  suffer  the  dis- 
advantages of  interrupted  schooling .  Even  the  children  left  at  home  while 
their  fathers  migrate  are  usually  dependent  upon  their  parents '  earnings  from 
migratory  farm  work.  To  provide  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  caildren  depen- 
dent on  migratory  workers  and  the  number  who  accompany  migratory  workers,  the 
195^  survey  obtained  information  on  the  number  of  children  under  18  years  of 
age  in  migratory  workers '  households  and  the  number  of  these  travelling  with 
their  fathers.  Only  male  migratory  workers  who  were,  or  had  ever  been,  mar- 
ried were  asked  these  questions  about  their  children. 

Very  few  females  are  heads  of  migratory  households  and  restricting  the 
question  to  males  was  the  most  convenient  way  of  avoiding  the  possibility  of 
duplication  in  reporting. 

About  100,000  male  migratory  workers  were  fathers  and  reported  an  esti- 
mated 320,000  children  under  18  years  of  age.  From  the  limited  data  available 
from  this  very  small  sample,  it  is  estimated  that  about  150,000  of  these 
children  accompanied  their  fathers  as  they  migrated  from  one  farm  job  to  another, 
Some  of  these  youngsters,  including  about  50,000  Ik   to  17  year-olds,  did  migra- 
tory farm  work ,3/  but  no  direct  information  was  obtained  on  the  work  participa- 
tion of  children  under  Ik   years  of  age. 


^/These  workers  lk   to  17  years  of  age  are  included  in  all  the  estimates  of 
migratory  farm  workers  presented  in  the  tables. 
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Table  1.-  Farm  wage  workers  with  25  or  more  days  of  farm  wage  work  in 
the  year,  by  sex,  United  States,  1945-49,  1951,  1952  and  1954  l/ 


Sex 


1945 


:  1946 

:  1947 

1948 

:  1949 

'  1951 

:  1952  : 

1954 


Total 

:  Thou. 

Thou. 
1,953 

1,584 
369 

Thou. 

2,21? 

1,864 
351 

Thou. 

2,J>02 

2,036 
466 

Thou. 
2,510 

2,001 

509 

Thou. 

2,156 

1,718 
438 

Thou. 

1,972 

1,558 
klk 

Thou. 
1,908 

Male 
Female 

■  1,576 
:   389 

1,544 
364 

Percentage 

distribution 

Total 

:  Pet. 
100 

Pet. 

100 

81 
19 

Pet. 

100 

84 
16 

Pet. 
100 

Pet. 
100 

Pet. 
100 

Pet. 
100 

Pet. 
100 

Male 
Female 

80 
20 

81 
19 

80 
20 

80 
20 

79 

21 

81 
19 

1/  Data  relate  to  persons  14  years  of  age  and  over  in  the  civilian  non- 
institutional  population  at  or  near  the  end  of  the  year. 


Table  2.-  Percentage  distribution  of  male  and  female  workers  who  did 
25  days  or  more  of  hired  farm  work,  by  age  group,  1952  and  1954  1/ 


',                         Male 

Female 

Age 

• 
• 

;     1952 

1954 

1952 

• 

: 

• 
• 

1954 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Total 

100 

100 

100 

100 

14-17  years 

:     17 

14 

18 

19 

18-34 

42 

41 

37 

44 

35-64 

37 

41 

44 

36 

65  and  over   : 

4 

4 

1 

1 

1/  Data  relate  to  persons  14  years  of  age  and  over  in  the  civilian  non- 
institutional  population  at  or  near  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Table  5.  -  Average  time  vorked  and  vages  earned  at  farm  and  nonfarm 
wage  work  by  farm  workers  with  25  days  or  more  of  farm  wage  work, 
by  sex,  United  States,  1947,  1949,  1951,  1952,  and  1954  l/ 


Farm  and 

Days 
worked 

nonfarm  . 

Wages 
earned 

Days 
worked 

Farm 

1 

'     Nonfarm 

Year 

and 

Sex 

Wa^es 

!  Per 
j  year 

earned 

Per 

day 
worked 2 

1 

1  Days 

/worked 

1 

Wages 

Per 
year 

earned 

Per 

day 
worked2. 

Number  : 

Dollars: 

Number : 

Dollars 

: Dollars 

: Number : Dollars 

: Dollars 

1947 

Total 

183 

734 

156 

596 

648 
319 

3.80 

3.80 
3.75 

27 

28 
21 

155 
43 

5-0^ 

Male 
Female 

198 
106 

803 
362 

170 
85 

5.50 
2.05 

1949 

Total 

166 

702 

140 

157 
74 

557 

643 
219 

3.95 

4.10 
2.95 

26 

26 
24 

1*5 

167 
61 

5.65 

Male 
Female 

183 
98 

810 
280 

6.40 
2.55 

1951 

Total 

174 

879 

146 

683 

797 
238 

4.70 

4.85 
3.40 

28 

32 
14 

196 

238 
30 

7.00 

Male 
Female 

197 
84 

1,035 
268 

165 
70 

7.55 
2.10 

1952 

Total 

162 

908 

132 

684 

5.15 

30 

224 

274 
32 

7M 

Male 
Female 

187 
67 

1,078 
264 

152 
57 

804 
232 

5.30 
4.05 

35 
10 

7.75 
3.15 

1954 

Total 

168 

981 

142 

158 
76 

799 

916 
307 

5.65 

5.80 
4.05 

26 

27 
20 

182 

208 
73 

7.10 

Male 
Female 

185 
96 

1,124 
380 

7.70 
3.70 

1/  Data  relate  to  persons  14  years  of  age  and  over  in  the  civilian  non« 
institutional  population  at  or  near  the  end  of  the  year. 


2/  Rounded  to  nearest  5  cents . 
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Table  7.  -  Average  time  worked  and  wages  earned  in  farm  and 
nonfarm  work  for  workers  whose  chief  activity  during 
the  year  was  farm  wage  work,  United  States, 
1949,  1951,  1952,  and  195U  1/ 


Farm  and 

nonfarm 

FWU 

Nonfarm 

Year 

i»ys 
worked 

Wages 
earned 

Days 
worked 

;   Wages 
:  earned 

Days 
worked 

:  Wages 
:  earned 

19^9 
1951 
1952 
1954 

Number  : 

225 
249 
244 
232 

Dollars  . 

925 
1,230 

1,331 
1,384 

Number 

211 
236 
227 
219 

:  Dollars 

821+ 
1,142 
1,188 
1,274 

Number 

14 
13 
17 
13 

:  Dollars 

101 

88 

143 

110 

l/  Data  relate  to  persons  14  years  of  age  and  over  the  in  the  civilian 
noninstitutional  population  at  or  near  the  end  of  the  year. 

Table  8.  -  Average  number  of  days  worked  at  farm  and  nonfarm  wage  work 
for  workers  with  25  days  or  more  of  farm  wage  work,  "by  chief 
activity  of  worker,  United  States,  1952  and  1954  1/ 


Farm  and 

nonfarm 

Farm 

Nonfarm 

Chief 
Activity 

1952 

1954 

1952 

1954  ' 

1952 

1954 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Total 

162 

168 

132 

142 

30 

26 

Farm  work 

Farm  wage  work 
Other  farm  work 

212 

244 

62 

206 

232 

69 

197 

227 

56 

193 

219 

60 

15 

17 

6 

13 

13 

9 

Nonfarm  work 

216 

217 

57 

62 

159 

155 

Not  in  labor  force  2/ 
Keeping  house 
Attending  school 
Other  2/ 

64 
61 
67 
65 

75 
68 

77 
80 

54 
53 
55 
54 

62 
59 
63 
63 

10 

8 

12 

11 

13 

9 

14 

17 

l/  Data  relate  to  persons  14  years  of  age  and  over  in  the  civilian  non- 
institutional  population  at  or  near  the  end  of  the  year. 

2/  Includes  a  small  number  of  workers  who  reported  looking  for  work  as 
their  chief  activity  during  the  year. 
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Table  9.  -  Percentage  distribution  of  farm  wage  workers  with  25 
days  or  more  of  farm  wage  work  by  cash  wages  earned 
at  farm  wage  work,  by  sex,  United  States,  1952  and  195^  1/ 


Cash  farm  wa 

ges 

All 

workers 

| 

Male 

Female 

earned 

1952 

!   195^ 

• 

1 
1 

1952 

:  1954 

• 

1952 

;  1954 

• 

Dollars 

Percent 

Percent 
100 

Percent 

100 
7 

Percent 
100 

Percent 
100 

Percent 

Total 

100 

100 

Under  100 

10 

8  ' 

A 

% 

16 

100  -  199 

20 

15 

15 

33 

200  -  399 

20 

22 

19 

18 

24 

34 

400  -  599 

11 

10 

13 

11 

5 

5 

600  -  999 

15 

Ik 

16 

16 

7 

7 

1,000  -  1, 

999 

17 

18 

21 

22 

2 

4 

2,000  and 

over 

7 

13 

9 

16 

- 

1 

1/  Data  relate  to  persons  14  years  of  age  and  over  in  the  civilian  non« 
institutional  population  at  or  near  the  end  of  the  year. 


Table  10.  -  Percentage  distribution  of  farm  wage  workers  with  25 
days  or  more  of  farm  wage  work  by  cash  wages  earned  at 
farm  and  nonfarm  wage  work,  by  sex,  United  States, 

1952  and  1954  1/ 


come 

All 

workers 

Male 

Female 

Cash  wage  in 

1952 

1954  j 

1952 

1954 

1952 

1954 

Dollars 

Percent 

Percent 
100 

Percent 
100  , 

Percent 
100 

Percent 
100 

Percent 

Total 

100 

3.00 

Under  100 

7 

6 

5 

4 

18 

13 

100  -  199 

17 

12 

11 

8 

38 

28 

200  -  399 

17 

18 

13 

14 

28 

34 

400  -  599 

8 

9 

9 

10 

5 

6 

600  -  999 

16 

14 

18 

15 

7 

11 

1,000  -  1, 

399 

11 

11 

14 

12 

3 

6 

1,400  -  1, 

999 

11 

12 

14 

15 

1 

1 

2,000  and 

over 

13 

18 

16 

22 

- 

1 

1/  Data  relate  to  persons  14  years  of  age  and  over  in  the  civilian  non- 
institutional  population  at  or  near  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Table  13.  -  Percentage  distribution  by  employment  status  in 
January  1955  of  persons  reporting  farm  wage  work 

during  I95H 


• 

Workers  with  less 

Workers  with  25 

Employment  status 

than  25  days    ', 

days  or  more 

Percent 

Percent 

Total 

100 

100 

Employed  in  agriculture 

2k 

50 

Wage  and  salary  workers 

k 

**3 

Self-employed  workers 

17 

6 

Unpaid  family  workers 

3 

1 

Employed  in  nonagricultural 
industries 

18 

18 

Manufacturing 

5 

6 

Forestry,  fishing, 
mining  or  construction 

2 

3 

Transportation,  communi- 
cation, and  other 

public  utilities 

1 

1 

Trade 

k 

k 

Private  households 

3 

2 

Other 

3 

2 

Unemployed 

9 

8 

Not  in  the  labor  force 

^9 

2U 

Keeping  house 

23 

10 

Attending  school 

21 

10 

Other 

5 

k 

l/  Data  relate  to  persons  lU  years  of  age  and  over  in  the  civilian 
non institutional  population  at  or  near  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Table  Ik.  -  Number  of  persons  vho  did  any  work  as  migratory  farm 
workers,  by  sex,  United  States,  191*9,  1950,  1952  and  195V  1/ 


— 
Sex 

19*»9 

1    1950 

• 

!    1952 

• 

!   195^ 

Total 

Thousands 
422 

Thousands 
U03 

Thousands 
352 

Thousands 
365 

Male 
female 

291 
131 

285 
118 

23h 
118 

273 
92 

l/  Data  relate  to  persons  Ik  years  of  age  and  over  In  the 
civilian  noninstitutional  population  at  the  time  of  the  survey. 
For  definition  of  migratory  farm  workers  and  coverage  of  survey, 
see  text,  page  6. 


Table  15 .  -  Percentage  distribution  of  persons  who  did  any  work 
as  migratory  farm  workers  by  age  groups,  United  States, 
19^9,  1950,  1952,  and  1951*  l/ 


Age  group 

19^9 

:   1950    : 

1952 

•   195^ 

Years 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

All  ages 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Ik   -  17 

21 

21 

22 

Ik 

18  -  2k 

23 

31 

18 

2k 

25  -  3k 

16 

18 

2k 

2k 

35  -  kk 

16 

Ik 

19 

12 

k5  -  5k 

13 

10 

8 

12 

55  -  6k 

9 

3 

5 

12 

65  and  over 

.  .. ..  .   .  _  . 

2 

l 

3 

k 

2 

1/  Data  relate  to  persons  lU  years  of  age  and  over  in  the 
civilian  noninstitutional  population  at  the  time  of  the  survey. 
For  definition  of  migratory  farm  workers  and  coverage  of  survey 
see  text,  page  6. 
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Table  16.-  Percentage  distribution  of  migratory  and  nonmigratory 
workers  who  did  25  days  or  more  of  farm  wage  work, 
by  age  groups,  United  States,  1952  and  195*+  1/ 


■ 
1 

Migratory 

workers 

i       Nonmigratory 

!     1952 
»                • 

Pet. 

workers 

Age  group 

1 

-J  - 

l 

1952 
Pet. 

t 
: 

195^ 
Pet. 

195^ 

Years 

Pet. 

All  ages 

• 
t 

100 

100 

100 
17 

100 

llf-17 

1 

: 

21 

13 

15 

18-2U 

: 

17 

21 

18 

19 

25-3^ 

t 

26 

27 

S 

22 

35-W 

» 
• 

22 

12 

17 

U5-54 

• 
» 

9 

13 

13 

13 

55-64 

t 

3 

12 

12 

10 

65  and  over 

9 
• 

• 
• 

2 

2 

3 

k 

1/  Data  relate  to  persons  Ik  years  of  age  and  over  in  the  civilian 
noninstitutional  population  at  the  time  of  the  survey*  For  definition 
of  migratory  farms  workers  and  coverage  of  survey  see  text,  page  6. 


Table  17*-  Percentage  distribution  of  migratory  and  nonmigratory 

workers  with  25  days  or  more  of  farm  wage  work,  by 

chief  activity  ,  United  8tates,  19^9,  1952,  and  195&  1/ 


Chief  activity 


All  activities 

Farm  work 
Farm  wage  work 

With  nonf arm  work 
Without  nonf arm 
work 
Other  farm  work 

Nonf  arm  work 

Nongainful  activity  2/ 


Migratory  workers 
I9U9  J  1952  *  I95U 


Pet* 

100 

48 
38 

10 

28 
10 

13 
39 


1 


t l   Nonmigratory  workers 
*  19^9  :  1952  J195^ 


Pet. 


100 


Pet. 


100 


Pet. 


100 


Pet.   Pet. 


100    100 


1*8 

39 
12 

59 
50 
Ik 

67 
52 
12 

56 
k6 
11 

61 

51 
11 

27 
9 

36 
9 

kO 
15 

35 
10 

kO 
10 

17 

12 

10 

10 

9 

35 

29 

23 

3^ 

30 

1/  Data  relate  to  person  Ik  years  of  age  and  over  in  the  civilian  non- 
instituatlonal  population  at  the  time  of  the  survey.  For  definition  of 
migratory  farm  workers  and  coverage  of  survey  see  text,  page  6. 

2/  Includes  a  small  number  of  workers  who  reported  looking  for  work  as 
their  chief  activity  during  the  year* 
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Table  18.  -  Percentage  distribution  of  migratory  and  nonmigratory 
workers  with  25  days  or  more  of  farm  wage  work  by 
duration  of  paid  farm  work,  United  States, 
19^9,  1952  and  195**  l/ 


Farm  wage  work 


Migratory  workers    Nonmigratory  workers 
1949  1     1952  ;  1951*   19^9  *  1952  ;  195^ 


Pet.    Pet.    Pet.    Pet.    Pet.    Pet. 
Total  100     100     100     100     100     100 


25-71* 

61 

60 

^3 

33 

U5 

39 

75-1^9 

20 

23 

18 

21 

15 

17 

150-21*9 

13 

10 

26 

16 

16 

18 

250  and  over 

6 

7 

13 

25 

2k 

26 

1/  Data  relate  to  persons  lU  years  of  age  and  over  in  the  civilian  non- 
institutional  population  at  the  time  of  the  survey.  For  definition  of 
migratory  farm  workers  and  coverage  of  survey  see  text,  page  6. 


Table  19«-  Percentage  distribution  of  migratory  and  nonmigratory  workers 
with  25  days  or  more  of  farm  wage  work  by  duration  of  farm 
and  nonfarm  work,  United  States,  19^9,  1952  and  1951*  1/ 


Migratory  workers    Nonmigratory  workers 

Farm  and  nonfarm  work   — j    — ; j ; — 

19^9  .  1952  .  195^    19^9  .  1952  .  1951* 


Pet.    Pet.    Pet.    Pet.    Pet.    Pet. 
?otal  100     100     100     100     100     100 


25-71* 

ko 

UO 

26 

29 

3*» 

30 

75-1^9 

29 

31 

21 

19 

16 

16 

150-2l*9 

22 

13 

33 

23 

18 

20 

25O  and  over 

9 

16 

20 

29 

32 

34 

l/  Data  relate  to  persons  lU  years  of  age  and  over  in  the  civilian 
noninstitutional  population  at  the  time  of  the  survey.  For  definition 
of  migratory  farm  workers  and  coverage  of  survey  see  text,  page  6. 
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Table  20.  -  Average  time  worked  and  cash  wages  earned  at  farm  and 
nonfarm  work  by  workers  with  25  days  or  more  of  farm  wage 
work,  by  migratory  status  and  sex  of  worker, 
United  States,  1949,  1952  and  1954  1/ 


Farm  and  nonfarm 

Farm 

Nonfarm 

Year  and 

Av . '     Cash 

earned 

Av. 
days 

of 
work 

Cash 
Year  ) 

earned 

Per 

day  2/ 
; worked 

Av. 

days 

of 

work 

:  Cash 
:Year 

D 
1 

earned 

category 
of  worker 

days'* 

of  -Year  j 
work:     I 

Per 

day  2/ 
worked 

!  Per 
'.   day  2/ 
ivorketT 

I9U9 
Migratory 

No.:  Pol.; 
119  594 

Dol. 
4.95 

No.: 
89 

Dol. 
448 

'  Pol- 
5.00 

No. 
30 

:  Dol. 

146 

190 
36 

145 

163 
67 

284 

370 
37 

213 
259 

239 

261 
155 

172 

:  Dol. 
4.80 

Male 
Female 

135  739 
82  234 

5.50 
2.85 

9lT~  5U9 

67   198 

148   571* 

5. 60 
2.95 
3.85 

3.95 
2.95 

37 
15 

25 

25 
26 

-21- 

45 
12 

29 

3h 
10 

32 

31 

36 

24 

5.20 
2.35 

Nonmigratory 

173  719 

H.15 

5.85 

Male 
Female 

190  818 
102  291 

U.30 

2.85 

165 
76 

655 

224 

6.65 
2.55 

1952 
Migratory 

124  884 

7>15 

7.60 
4.00 

_87 

99 
53 

1U0 

600 

731 
222 

698 

6.90 

7.35 
4.20 

5.00 

5.05 
4.00 

6.4o 

T"7? 

Male 
Female 

144  1,301 
65  259 

8.15 
3.10 

Nonmigratory 

I69  911 

5.1*0 

7.40 

Male 

Female 

195  1,07^ 
68   265 

5.50 

3.90 

161 
?8 

815 
234 

794 

7.70 
3.20 

1954 

Migratory 

156  1,033 

6.60 

124 

7.35 

Male 
Female 

166  1,160 
117   565 

6.95 
4.80 

135 
81 

899 
410 

800 

6.65 
5.05 

5.50 

8.30 
4.25 

Nonmigratory 

169   972 

5.75 

1*5 

7.05 

Male 
Female 

187  1,119 
91  $hh 

5.95 
3.75 

161 
75 

919 
287 

5.70 
3.80 

26 
16 

200 
57 

7.60 
3.45 

1/  Data  relate  to  persons  14  years  of  age  and  over  in  the  civilian 
noninstitutional  population  at  or  near  the  end  of  the  year. 


2/  Rounded  to  the  nearest  5  cents. 
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Table  22.  -  Average  number  of  days  worked  and  cash  wages  earned  at 
farm  and  nonfarm  jobs  for  male  workers  who  did  25  days  or 
more  of  farm  wage  work  by  migratory  status  and 
veteran  status,  1954  1/ 


Farm        : 

Nonfarm 

Status     j 

Days 
worked 

:  Daily     : 
:   waee  2/   : 

Days 
worked 

:  Daily 
:  wage  2/ 

I 

1 

Number 

Dollars 

Number 

Dollars 

All  male  workers  { 

Total 

158 

5.80 

27 

7.70 

Veterans 

182 

6.70 

34 

7.70 

i 
Migratory   ! 

Nonmigratory' 

118 
198 

7.65 
6.55 

59 
28 

5.90 
8.65 

Non-veterans 

154 

5.65 

26 

7.70 

Migratory 
Nonmigratory; 

140 
156 

6.40 
5.55 

25 
26 

9.70 
7.40 

1/  Data  relate  to  persons  14  years  of  age  and  over  in  the  civilian  non- 
institutional  population  at  or  near  the  end  of  the  year. 

2/  Rounded  to  the  nearest  5  cents. 
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Appendix 

Method  of  survey 

Estimates  in  this  report,  like  those  in  similar  reports  for  earlier 
years,  are  based  on  information  obtained  for  the  Agricultural  Marketing 
Service  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  in  its  regular  Current  Population  Survey 
in  January  1955 •  it/  The  survey  was  made  on  a  national  sample  of  approximately 
25,000  households  and  completed  interviews  were  obtained  from  about  21,000 
households.  As  the  estimates  are  based  on  a  sample,  they  are  subject  to 
sampling  variability.  Small  figures,  and  small  differences  among  figures, 
should  be  used  with  care.  Information  on  time  worked  and  wages  earned  during 
the  year  is  subject  to  errors  in  the  memory  of  those  who  reported. 

The  questions  upon  which  this  report  is  based  were  added  to  the 
regular  questions  pertaining  to  personal  characteristics  and  employment 
status  asked  each  month  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  The  special  questions 
were  asked  concerning  each  person  14  years  old  and  over  in  the  households 
included  in  the  survey,  in  both  urban  and  rural  areas.  The  special  questions 
are  reproduced  herewith.  The  questions  in  column  9  of  the  schedule  provided 
information  on  migratory  farm  workers.  Columns  10  and  11  were  designed  to 
furnish  information  on  migratory  workers'  children.  The  part  of  the  in- 
structions for  enumerators  dealing  with  the  questions  on  children  of  migrants 
are  also  reproduced. 


y Robert  Pearl  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  handled  the  survey  operations  and 
tabulations. 
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The  following  instructions  are  reproduced  from  the  Bureau  of  the  Census 
instructions  to  enumerators  on  the  special  questions  added  to  the  schedule 
for  the  January  1955  Current  Population  Surveys. 

M.  Item  10  -  If  "Yes"  in  item  9  and  a  MAN  with  M,  Wd,  D  or  Sep.  in  control 
card  item  17  -  How  many  children  under  lb1  does"".  .  .  have? 


For  whom  to  ask 


What  children 
to  include 


Include  only 
children  now 
alive 

If  man  has  no 
children  under 
18 


1.  Ask  the  above  question  only  for  MEN  who  have 
ever  been  married  (M,  Wd,  D,  or  Sep.  in  control 
card  item  17)  and  who  have  done  migratory  farm 
work  during  195*1  ("Yes"  marked  in  item  9  of  CPS- 
AMS-3) 

2.  Include  the  man's  foster,  adopted,  natural,  or 
step -children  under  18  years  of  age.  Include 
his  children  under  18  who  are  living  with  him, 
or  those  living  elsewhere  for  whom  he  is  legally 
responsible. 

3.  Include  only  children  who  are  now  alive. 


U.  If  man  has  no  children  under  18,  enter  "none"  in 
item  10. 


N.  Item  11  -  If  1  or  more  in  item  10  -  When 


how  many  of  these  children  travelled  along  with  him? 


was  working  away  from  home, 


For  whom  to  ask 


Purpose  of  this 
question 


Entries  to  make 


1.  Ask  item  11  only  of  migrant  fathers  reported  in 
item  10  as  having  1  or  more  children  now  alive. 

2.  The  purpose  of  the  above  question  is  to  get  some 
idea  of  the  number  of  children  under  18  who 
travel  with  their  fathers  to  farm  jobs  in  other 
countries . 

3.  In  item  11  enter  the  number  of  children  who  travel 
with  their  fathers  when  they  go  on  migrant  farm 
Jobs,  or  if  none  of  the  children  go,  enter  "none" 
in  item  11.  The  entry  should  include  the  children 
who  went  along  on  any  or  all  of  the  father's  trips. 
For  example,  if  a  man  with  two  children  made  two 
trips  during  the  year,  taking  only  the  first  child 
on  the  first  trip  and  only  the  second  child  on  the 
second  trip,  the  entry  in  item  11  would  be  "2". 

On  the  other  hand,  if  this  same  man  took  only  the 
first  child  on  both  trips,  the  entry  would  be  "1". 
Count  all  children  under  18  who  travelled  to  any 
farm  Job  with  their  fathers,  regardless  of  whether 
these  children  worked  or  not. 
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